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ABSTRACT – Carbon materials have been widely used in various fields. This study aimed to 
produce carbon using spray pyrolysis with pine resin (gondorukem) as the precursor and different 
solvents, namely gondorukem-acetone (GAC), gondorukem-ethyl acetate (GEA), and gondorukem-
dichloromethane (GDC). The precursor was prepared in a 1:8 (m/v) ratio, and the spray pyrolysis 
method was employed by heating the atomized precursor solution in the heating zone of a tube 
furnace. The atomization precursor was infused with nitrogen gas at a rate of 1 l/min with furnace 
temperature set at 1000°C with heating times of 5, 10, and 20 mins. The carbonaceous materials 
produced from the pyrolysis were collected on the wire mesh 1000 that was put on a stainless pipe. 
Carbon that has been coated on the wire mesh 1000 was analyzed using the optical microscope (OM). 
The physical properties and morphology of the synthesized carbonaceous material were analyzed 
using field emission scanning electron microscopy (FE-SEM), Fourier-transform infrared spectroscopy 
(FTIR), Raman, and Brunaur-Emmett-Teller (BET). Based on FE-SEM analysis, the particle size of 
the GAC sample has an average of 283.58 nm and the highest carbon content, which reached an 
average of 97.312 At%. GAC samples had the lowest disorder properties in the Raman spectroscopy 
test, with the value of ID/IG reaching 0.795764. The functional groups observed were C–H stretching 
at 2920.49 cm-1, N–H bending at 1629.07 cm-1, and C–O stretching at 1159.70 cm-1. Based on carbon 
content, disorder properties, and functional group stabilization, carbon from the GAC precursor 
provides the ideal characteristics to be used as a filter material in medical masks. Meanwhile, based 
on BET testing, the carbon materials from GEA have the ideal material morphological properties to be 
used as a filter in medical masks. Spray pyrolysis is an efficient method for producing carbon 
materials, and the use of gondorukem as the precursor shows great potential for various applications. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Carbon-based material is well-known for its versatile morphology, size, and reactivity, which lead to excellent 

physical and chemical properties [1]. Carbon-based material can also be utilized for various applications such as 
membrane and water waste processing [2], biosensors [3], battery [4], filler on polymer composite [5],  fuel cell catalyst 
[6], electronics [7], energy storage [8], and even for medical sciences [9]. The structural properties of carbon, such as 
their morphology, particle size, porosity, and specific surface area, are mainly determined by the synthesis methods and 
conditions [8]. Researchers have investigated using top-down approaches such as chemical oxidation, electrochemical 
oxidation, ultrasonic methods [10], [11], solvent extraction [12], a hydrothermal method [13]–[15], solvothermal [16], 
high-pressure high-temperature [17], and spray pyrolysis [18]. However, most of these methods are known to require 
expensive materials, tough synthesis conditions [11], [19], lengthy reaction times, the use of catalysts, and specific 
conditions, so it is considered to be inefficient [20]. Spray pyrolysis is an efficient method that has been observed to 
synthesize carbon material with great promise in the recent past [21]. 

Spray pyrolysis is the method of producing carbon by heating the atomized of precursor solution. It is a generic process 
for producing particles by decomposing precursor molecules at high temperatures [22]. Spray Pyrolysis also known for 
its conversion of smaller carbon structure to the desired size [11]. A typical spray pyrolysis system is composed of a 
reservoir for precursor solution, droplet generator, reactor, and collection unit. Precursor solutions of aqueous or non-
aqueous solvents are atomized and carried by a gas into a reactor where droplets are evaporated and decomposed into 
solid particles [23]. Electrical heating or flame provides heat for evaporation of solvent and decomposition of precursor. 
Some non-conventional heating methods, such as microwave or laser, are employed for controlling morphology. The 
heating temperature of the reactor also determines the physical properties of the carbon produced. Carbon nanotube (CNT) 
arrays were synthesized by employing spray pyrolysis using ferrocene and xylene solution as liquid precursors [24]. It 
was found that nanomaterials were grown only in the synthesis temperature range of 700–800°C. A maximum CNT length 
of 63 μm was obtained at 800°C. Additionally, the diameter of CNTs decreased dramatically from 54 to 19 nm as the 
temperature was increased from 700–800°C [9]–[10]. This proves that the temperature in the synthesis process can affect 
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the growth process of nanomaterials itself. Furthermore, the composition and type of solvent used in the precursor affect 
the physical and morphological properties of the carbon material produced. Darabont et al. [25] used spray pyrolysis to 
synthesize carbon nanotubes from a precursor of benzene (n-pentane, n-hexane, n-heptane, and n-octane) mixed 
with ferrocene. According to the results of this work, the precursor 3 g ferrocene/50 ml n-heptane benzene produced the 
most carbon material, reaching 1.44 g with a purity approaching 70%. The nanotubes of the sample are mostly straight, 
and their surface is smooth also covered with amorphous carbon [25].  

Several carbon-based solvents, including methane, acetylene, benzene, xylene, and toluene, have been utilized as raw 
materials to produce carbon microstructures and carbon nanotubes [26]. These precursors are generated from fossil fuels, 
which will be exhausted in the future. Besides, carbon was successfully produced from acetone, ethyl acetate, and 
dichloromethane with 45.1% [27], 86.4% [28], and 13% [29] yield, respectively. The carbon structures produced from 
acetone, ethyl acetate, and dichloromethane differ. Carbon synthesized using acetone and ethyl acetate forms carbon 
nanotubes [27], [28] while carbon synthesized from dichloromethane forms porous carbon [29]. This encourages the 
exploration of alternative precursors in the synthesis of carbon, including turpentine oil [12]–[13] as a precursor. 
Turpentine oil is a natural combination of turpentine obtained from the distillation of resin extracted from pine trees [30]. 
Turpentine oil and gondorukem are refining materials made by steam distillation of pine tree liquid (oleoresin). 
Gondorukem has a solid form which is brownish-yellow in color. Indonesia is a country that produces gondorukem on a 
large scale, with total exports of 67,162 tons in 2018 [31]. That was supplied by eight companies with a total capacity of 
92,550 tons. With this massive production, gondorukem may serve as a potential precursor for the synthesis of carbon 
microstructures. 

In this study, the effect of the solvent type used for the synthesis of carbon microstructures using the spray pyrolysis 
method is investigated. The precursor is prepared from pine resin (gondorukem) mixed with a solvent. Acetone, ethyl 
acetate, and dichloromethane are the three solvents used. Experiments will be conducted with various synthesis times. 
Based on the optical microscope (OM) analysis and the amount of carbon created, the optimum synthesis time will be 
utilized as a reference for research investigation in determining the physical properties and morphology of the carbon 
microstructures synthesized, which will be analyzed based on the field emission scanning electron microscopy (FE-SEM), 
Fourier-transform infrared spectroscopy (FTIR), Raman, and Brunaur-Emmett-Teller (BET) tests. 

 
EXPERIMENTAL METHOD 
Experimental Procedure 

The carbon microstructure is synthesized by dissolving the precursor of pine resin (gondorukem) in various solvents. 
Acetone (GAC), ethyl acetate (GEA), and dichloromethane (GDC) were used as solvents. Pine resin (gondorukem) was 
mashed to reach a size of 60 mesh. The solvent, which is acetone, has a purity of 99.75% produced by Mallinckrodt 
Chemicals, as well as ethyl acetate and dichloromethane have a purity of 99.8% produced by Merck KGaA.  

The precursor was prepared in a 1:8 (m/v) ratio. This research was made using 25 grams of gondorukem mixed with 
200 ml of solvent. The effect of the gondorukem-to-solvent ratio was investigated with variations of 1:4, 1:8, and 1:16. 
The ratio of precursors should influence the physical characteristics of the synthesized carbon. Spray pyrolysis was 
infused with nitrogen gas at a rate of 1 l/min, and the furnace temperature was set at 1000 °C with heating times of 5, 10, 
and 20 mins for each precursor with different solvents. The carbon will be produced during the heating process of the 
atomized precursor. It will be collected on the wire mesh 1000 put on a stainless pipe. 
 

 
Figure 1. Illustration of spray pyrolysis system [32] with modification, where substrate collected in a wiremesh 

 
Tests and Measurements 

Carbon that has been coated on the wire mesh 1000 will be analyzed by optical microscope (OM) test using the VHX-
5000 digital microscope with super high-resolution imaging mode that uses short-wavelength light and pixel shift 
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technology to improve resolution by up to 25% with a magnification range from 0.1–5000 times. On the other hand, the 
physical properties and morphology of the carbon material, which will be analyzed by the field emission scanning electron 
microscopy (FE-SEM) test using JIB-4610F, enables high-resolution SEM observation and high-speed analysis with a 
variety of analytical instruments, such as energy-dispersive X-ray spectroscopy (EDS) to perform crystallographic 
characterization. The Fiji ImageJ application was used to analyze the particle size in the FE-SEM test results [33]. The 
acquired particle size is the mean of 20 carbon particles measured using the application with scale calibration on the order 
of nanometer (nm). The Fourier-transform infrared spectroscopy (FTIR) test to determine the functional group will be 
carried out using Fourier-transform infrared spectrometer from Thermoscientific Nicolet iS-10 that is complete by 
infrared spectroscopy system with a wavenumber range from 400–7500 cm-1. Raman spectroscopy will be carried out 
using Horiba 550 with laser wavelength of 532 nm, grating 1800 g/mm, and spectral range from 200–3000 cm-1. Brunaur-
Emmett-Teller (BET) surface area and pore size analysis will be done using Quantachrome Nova 4200e, which produces 
BET surface area as well as pore size and is capable of measuring both adsorption and desorption isotherms in a few 
hours. The surface area range starts from 0.01 m2/g, and the pore size range is 0.35–400 nm.   

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
The pyrolysis conducted in this study decomposed the carbonaceous materials of gondorukem. The use of different 

types of solvents would result in different decomposition processes. After passing through a heating reactor during the 
spray pyrolysis process, the synthesis of microstructure carbon using a precursor mixture of gondorukem with acetone 
(GAC) and gondorukem with ethyl acetate (GEA) produced brownish smoke. This may relate to the heating process that 
decomposes the precursor in the heating area of the reactor (furnace). In contrast, the precursor mixture of gondorukem 
and dichloromethane (GDC) produced thick black smoke during the synthesis process. The production of this thick black 
smoke may relate to the GDC precursor that contains chlorine (Cl), which decomposes more easily during the heating 
process. GDC also has a lower evaporation point than other precursors. Following the spray pyrolysis, the carbon 
nanomaterials produced were collected using wire mesh 1000. The presence of carbon powder coating the wire mesh 
1000 was further evaluated using an optical microscope (OM). It was trimmed to 10×10 mm size and then prepared on a 
microscope slide to provide the wire mesh with a flat surface.  
 
Morphology Evaluation 

The morphology of carbon was determined by optical microscope and field emission scanning electron microscopy 
(FE-SEM). The optical microscopy (OM) was carried out on 1000 wire mesh sheets, both uncoated (Figure 1) and coated 
with carbon materials, resulted from spray pyrolysis of gondorukem with three different types of precursors GAC, GEA, 
and GDC (Figure 2). The test was performed at several magnifications. Figure 3 (a), Figure 3 (b), Figure 3 (c), Figure 3 
(d), Figure 3 (e), and Figure 3 (f) show pictures of the results of the OM test at 500 times magnification with time 
variations of 5, 10, and 20 minutes.  
 

 
Figure 2. Image of wire mesh 1000 without carbon coating by OM test (500× magnification) 

 
According to the OM test results in Figure 3 (a), Figure 3 (b), and Figure 3 (c), the increase in synthesis duration time 

would reduce the porosity of the wire mesh coated by carbon materials obtained from GAC and GEA precursors. This 
means that more carbon particles have collected on the surface of the mesh. However, a different phenomenon occurred 
once the mesh was coated with carbon materials resulting from GDC (Figure 3 (g) and Figure 3 (h)). In this mesh, the 
wire mesh was damaged. This might be due to the fact that the GDC precursor contains the element chlorine (Cl), which 
will react with the wire mesh in the atmosphere or cause corrosion to grow on the wire mesh surface. 
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(a) (b) (c) 

   
(d) (e) (f) 

  
(g) (h) 

Figure 3. Image of wire mesh 1000 by OM test (500× magnification) for precursor GAC (a) 5 minutes, (b) 10 minutes, 
and (c) 20 minutes; for precursor GEA (d) 5 minutes, (e) 10 minutes, and (f) 20 minutes; for precursor GDC (g) 5 minutes 
and (h) 20 minutes 
 

  
(a) (b) 

 
(c) 

Figure 4. FE-SEM image of carbon that synthesized from precursor (a) GAC, (b) GEA, and (c) GDC in 20 minutes 
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The FE-SEM analysis determines the particle picture of the test material at high magnification. The FE-SEM test may 

be used to observe the form and size of the particles qualitatively, as well as to determine the content at various spectrum 
points. The FE-SEM analysis was conducted at carbon powder of GAC, GEA, and GDC samples obtained from spray 
pyrolysis for 20 minutes (Figure 3 (a), Figure 3 (b), and Figure 3 (c)). 
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Figure 5. Size of the grains deposited on carbon wire by Fiji ImageJ 

 

  
(a) (b) 

 
(c) 

Figure 6. Spectrum point analysis of carbon from precursor (a) GAC, (b) GEA, and (c) GDC 
 
According to the FE-SEM results, the grain has a relatively round shape (Figure 4 (a), Figure 4 (b), and Figure 4 (c)) 

and size in the order of nanometer (Figure 5). The average size of 20 carbon particles was used to estimate the carbon 
particle size based on the findings of the ImageJ application analysis (Figure 5). According to this analysis, the smallest 
average carbon particle size comes from the GDC precursor, with a value of 161.37 nm and the lowest error value. The 
carbon particles from the GAC precursor have an average size of 283.58 nm, while the carbon particles from the GEA 
precursor get the largest average size, reaching 361.67 nm. Elemental content analysis was also performed at several 
points in this test (Figure 6). Each sample has eight test spectrum points. The carbon synthesized with GAC precursors is 
not the exact percentage of the carbon but relatively had the highest percentage of carbon (C), reaching an average of 
97.3 %. Meanwhile, the GEA precursor has a carbon element percentage value of 83.6%, and the GDC precursor has the 
lowest value, which is 61.3%, as shown in Table 1. Micro-structured material is one that has an internal or external 
structure composed of interconnected constituent elements in the nanoscale range. The nanoscale has a size range of 
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around 1 to 1000 nm [34]. So, based on that definition, carbon material produced from GAC, GEA, and GDC precursors 
by spray pyrolysis in this study includes microstructure material [34]. 

 
Table 1. Shows At% carbon from FE-SEM test 

Spectrum Point Relative Carbon Content (Wt%) 
GAC GEA GDC 

1 97.6 62.3 62.3 
2 97.6 61.5 65.2 
3 97.5 91.6 60.6 
4 97.6 91.8 56.5 
5 97.7 87.1 59.8 
6 96.7 92 61.7 
7 96.3 91.6 64.3 
8 97.5 91.5 60.5 

Mean 97.312 83.675 61.362 
Standard Deviation 0.52 13.54 2.72 

 
Chemical Content 

The chemical contents of the carbon produced were investigated by Raman spectroscopy, Fourier-transform infrared 
spectroscopy (FTIR), and Brunaur-Emmett-Teller (BET). Raman spectroscopy has been largely used in characterizing 
solid materials in general and carbon materials in particular. Raman spectra appear in two frequency domains, 1340–1650 
cm-1, corresponding to G and D bands characteristic to carbon compounds, and 2600–3400 cm-1, corresponding to G and 
D bands overtones. Their positions and widths depend on the material carbonization degree and the disorder (porosity, 
crystallite size distribution, concentration of amorphous component) [35]. The Raman test in this study generates a graph 
with the intensity of D band and G band values on the range of the frequency (Raman shift) from 200–3000 cm-1. 
 

 
Figure 7. Graphic of Raman test 

 
The peaks of the D band, G band, and G' band are detected in all samples, as shown in Figure 7. The D-band (defect 

band) is related to the disorder induced in the carbon material, and the G band is the optical phonon of carbon atoms 
moving around in phase opposition [36]. The G band intensity of carbon powder at GAC and GDC samples is higher than 
the D band intensity. On the contrary, in the GEA sample, the G band intensity is lower than the D band, as shown in 
Table 2. The intensity ratio between D and G bands (ID/IG) is often used to evaluate the disorder in carbon materials or 
estimate the amounts of defects in the graphitic walls [37]. Based on the ratio ID/IG band shown in Table 2, carbon material 
from GEA precursor has higher disorder properties than carbon material from GAC and GDC precursors. In advance, 
carbon material from the GAC precursor has low disorder properties because it has a higher ID/IG value than the carbon 
material from the GDC precursor. Disorder properties are the characteristics of a material that show its degree of 
amorphousness and defects [38]. 
 

Table 2. Shows Intensity of D band and G band from Raman test 
Sample ID IG ID/IG 

GAC 996.94 1252.81 0.79 
GEA 655.58 648.91 1.01 
GDC 296.99 411.77 0.72 

 

500 1000 1500 2000 2500 3000

0

200

400

600

800

1000

1200

1400

G' band

G band

In
te

ns
ity

 (c
ou

nt
s)

Raman shift (cm-1)

 GAC
 GEA
 GDC

D band

http://ejournal.brin.go.id/jsmi


Jayadi et al. │ Jurnal Sains Materi Indonesia │ Vol. 25, Issue 2 (2024) 

73  http:/ejournal.brin.go.id/jsmi ◄ 

FTIR spectroscopy is an analytical method used to characterize the bonding structure of atoms based on the interaction 
of infrared radiation with matter. It measures the frequencies of the radiation at which the substance absorbs and leads to 
the production of vibrations in molecules [39]. In this study, FTIR spectroscopy is performed on the infrared intensity as 
a function of wavenumber in the Mid-Infrared spectral range, i.e., 400–4000 cm-1, as shown in Figure 8. 
 

 
Figure 8. Graph of FTIR test result 

 
According to the FTIR spectroscopy results graph in Figure 8, all specimens showed a decreased transmittance 

percentage in the wavenumber range of 3000–3450 cm-1. This indicates the formation of the O–H stretching caused by 
the absorption process on the material when synthesized in the atmosphere [40]. The functional groups that occurred in 
each sample can be seen in Table 3. 
 

Table 3. Shows functional group analysis on the sample 

Sample Wavenumber (cm-1) Ref. Wavenumber 
(cm-1) Functional group 

GAC 

1159.70 1160 C–O stretching [39] 
1629.07 1670–1600 N–H bending [41] 
2920.49 3000–2800 C–H stretching [39] 
3444.89 3450–3350 O–H stretching [40] 

GEA 

1033.43 1036 C–N stretching [40] 
1560.44 1560 C–C stretching [42] 
2921.91 3000–2800 C–H stretching [39] 
3405.39 3450–3350 O–H stretching [40] 

GDC 
636.72 633 C–Cl stretching [40] 
1625.11 1670–1600 N–H bending [41] 
3383.77 3450–3350 O–H stretching [40] 

 
 

Carbon material from the GDC precursor showed the formation of the C–Cl stretching at wavenumber 636.72 cm-1. 
It was formed due to the usage of a dichloromethane solvent containing chlorine that generates C–Cl [40]. The functional 
groups of C–N, N–O, and N–H formed on the sample because, in this study, nitrogen was used as a carrier gas. With this 
setup, the functional groups of aliphatic nitro compounds may be formed in all samples as a result of the nitrogen reaction 
with hydrogen and oxygen in the atmosphere. 

BET is a test to determine the surface area, pore volume, and physical properties of the carbon material. The BET test 
is performed by exposing a solid material to a gas or vapor under different conditions and measuring the increase in 
weight or volume of the sample. Nitrogen gas is generally used as a gas exposed to solid material for this test [43]. The 
BET surface area and pore volume of the carbon material from precursor GAC and GEA with different concentrations 
are shown in Table 4. Precursor GDC was not included in this test due to the chlorine content, which may be harmful, 
and also its low carbon yield. 
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Table 4. Result of the BET test 

Sample Ratio 
gondorukem:solvent 

BET Surface Area 
(m2/g) 

Pore Volume 
(cm3/g) 

GAC 
1:4 15.70 ± 0.19 0.03 
1:8 10.71 ± 0.11 0.02 
1:16 14.77 ± 0.17 0.03 

GEA 
1:4 27.80 ± 0.23 0.05 
1:8 58.71 ± 0.36 0.11 
1:16 48.31 ± 0.32 0.06 

 
According to Table 4, the carbon material from the GEA precursor has a greater BET surface area value of 58.71 m2/g 

at GEA 1:8 than the carbon material from the GAC precursor. However, the pore volume generated on the carbon material 
from the GAC precursor has a lower value, reaching 0.02 cm3/g in the GAC precursor with a 1:8 ratio. The larger surface 
area value indicates that the material carbon has a smaller particle size. When the pore volume decreases, the material 
becomes denser [44]. An efficient carbon material as a filter material in the mask layer is one with a large surface area 
and a large number of pores that serve as an absorbent container for filtered material [45]. 

CONCLUSION 
Carbon microstructures have been successfully synthesized from pine resin (gondorukem) using various solvents, 

acetone (GAC), ethyl acetate (GEA), and dichloromethane (GDC). The field emission scanning electron microscopy (FE-
SEM) investigation indicated the presence of nanoparticles. Carbon material from the GAC precursor has an average size 
of 283.58 nm and the highest carbon content, which reached an average of 97.312 %wt compared to the GEA and GDC 
samples, which contain carbon contents of 83.675 %wt and 61.362 %wt. It also had the lowest disorder properties in the 
Raman spectroscopy test, with the value of ID/IG reaching 0.795764, and formed several functional groups of carbon, i.e., 
C–H stretching at wavenumber 2920.49 cm-1, N–H bending at wavenumber 1629.07 cm-1, and C–O stretching at 
wavenumber 1159.70 cm-1 based on the Fourier-transform infrared spectroscopy (FTIR) test. The carbon material from 
the GEA precursor with a ratio of 1:8 has the highest value of Brunaur-Emmett-Teller (BET) surface area and pore 
volume, reaching 58.71 ± 0.36 m2/g and 0.11 cm3/g, respectively. Therefore, based on carbon content, disorder properties, 
and functional group stabilization, the carbon material from the GAC precursor provides the ideal characteristics to be 
used as a filter material in medical masks. Meanwhile, based on BET testing, the carbon materials from GEA precursor 
with a ratio of 1:8 have the ideal material morphological properties to be used as a filter on a medical mask. 
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