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ABSTRACT

While investigating a reef coral kill in Samoa it was speculated that this might have been due
to contamination by some chemical. Subsequently, scleractinian reef corals were tested to assess
their reactions to 12 commonly used pesticides and toxic substances. The chlorinated-hydrocar-
bons such as DDT and Endrin produced stress effects in corals subjected to 2ppm for 24 hours in
in-vitro studies although the corals continued to deposit skeletal calcium. /n-vivo tank experi-
ments suggested that small amounts of these substances in seawater stimulated the corals to depo-
sit skeletal calcium. Other pesticides were much less toxic to the corals.
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