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ABSTRACT

Caulerpa racemosa, a benthic siphonaceous algae has its natural habitat in the sublittoral
zone of tropical areas. In the Philippines, since a few years, it is cultivated on commercial scale
in flooded ponds in the intertidal mangrove zone. Unlike in their natural habitats, Caulerpa in
these ponds is subjected to sometimes considerable changes in salinity (rain, evaporation, tem-
perature and light (ihsolation), and in pH). The response of Caulerpa to these factors and the
comparison of the ecological conditions, both in the natural habitats and the cultured ponds
have been investigated.

The experiments showed that the observed changes of the studied parameters normally
range within the physiological limits of Caulerpa. Under extreme conditions, however, detri-
mental effects can occur. Ways of controlling such factors are discussed.
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