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The corindon cruises were the first realization of the Cooperation 
on Oceanology between the governments of France and Indonesia. The 
name Corindon is derived from the name of French vessel "CORIOLIS" 
and Indonesia to signify that the vessel was participating in marine 
research activities in Indonesian waters. 

Several cruises had been executed under the name Corindon, two 
of them i.e. cruise II and IV were consecrated for biological activities. 
Corindon II (Figure 1) took place at the Makassar Strait from October 
29 to November 12, 1980 while Corindon IV (Figure 2) took place at 
the vicinity of Piru Bay, Ceram, and entrance of Ambon Bay, Maluku 
from 14 to 16 April 1981. 

The Makassar Strait which is located between Kalimantan and Sula-
wesi can be said, with the exception of the Siboga Expedition, that its 
benthic fauna, especially of the deeper water, was poorly known. There-
fore the emphasize of the Corindon II cruise was to collect data on the 
benthic fauna by using beam trawl, rectangular dredge as well as "Okean" 
grab. The area surveyed covering from about 0.40'N to 2°40′S and from 
117°E to 119°50'E. A total of 93 stations had been taken comprising 
of 30 beam trawl hauls in the depths ranging from 21 to 2,400 m; 10 
dredgings to find out bottom condition before trawling operation with 
depth ranging from 30 to 1,500 m; 35 samplings with "Okean". grab 
of 0.5 m2 in the depths ranging from 10-2,400 m; 14 hydrological sta-
tions to observe the water temperature near the bottom; and four 
different type of samplings: surface plankton samplings collecting inver-
tebrate on the intertidal flat at Balalangan Island. Three French and 
two Indonesian biologists participated in this cruise. 

Corindon IV was located in the vicinity of Piru Bay and the entrace 
of Ambon Bay. Although Maluku has been visited by several expeditions 
such as Challenger, Siboga, Snellius, Mariel King Memorial, Rumphius, 
informations concerning  deep marine fauna of Piru Bay and Ambon 
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Bay are still insufficient. Although Mariel King Memorial Expedition 
in 1970 had quite intensive samplings in the Piru Bay and its vicinity 
but collecting were only made by rectangular dredges therefore the 
larger animals, especially fishes, were not collected. Due to its very 
limited time, Corindon IV was only able to make six trawling stations 
of eight hauls. 

I.    LIST OF BIOLOGICAL STATIONS OF CORINDON II 
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II.    LIST OF BIOLOGICAL STATIONS OF CORINDON IV 
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Figure 1.    Biological stations m the   Makassar   Strait. 

Figure 1. Biological stations in the Makassar Strait 
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     Figure 2.   Biological  stations in the vicinity of Piru  Bay and  Ambon Bay. 

 

Figure 2. Biological station in the vicinity of Piru Bay and Ambon Bay 
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